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Every Friday, this newsletter will keep you up to speed on some of the legislation 
important to Texas Farm Bureau members that Austin staff are following.  
Please do not hesitate to contact the appropriate staff with any questions.  
 
Rural Affairs 
HB 2365 & SB 532: Relating to grant amounts under the young farmer grant 
program. 
Kitzman, Stan / Sparks, Kevin 
 
Summary: 
HB 2365 and SB 532 are companion bills. The language is identical. These bills 
increase the funding for the Young Farmer Grant Program from a minimum of 
$5,000 to $10,000 and the maximum amount awarded from $20,000 to $35,000. 
 
TFB supports HB 2365 & SB 532. 
TFB 2025 Policy: Banking and Credit Section 174, Page 116, Lines 30-35. 
 
 
Water 
HB 2805: Relating to civil actions related to groundwater conservation districts. 
DeAyala, Emilio 
 
Summary: 
HB 2805 allows a Groundwater Conservation District or a landowner to recover 
attorney fees based on the result of a lawsuit. This makes the current law fairer for 
a landowner. 
 
Under the bill, a groundwater rights owner may seek recovery of attorney fees and 
costs if a district is found to have intentionally violated their rights. A district may 
recover attorney fees and costs if the court finds the suit filed by the groundwater 

https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/pdf/HB02365I.pdf#navpanes=0
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/pdf/SB00532I.pdf#navpanes=0
https://www.house.texas.gov/members/4280
https://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=31
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/89R/billtext/pdf/HB02805I.pdf#navpanes=0
https://www.house.texas.gov/members/4135


rights owner is frivolous. The court will determine the amount of attorney fees 
awarded. 
 
TFB supports HB 2805. 
TFB 2025 Policy: Real Property Rights Section 151, Page 62, Lines 2-5; 
Groundwater Section 154, Page 76, Lines 140-145. 
 
 
Taxes 
SB 4 & SJR 2: Relating to an increase in the amount of the exemption of residence 
homesteads from ad valorem taxation by a school district and the protection of 
school districts against certain losses in local revenue. 
Bettencourt, Paul 
 
Summary:  
SB 4 increases the homestead exemption to $140,000. It currently sits at 
$100,000. The state will pay for any loss in revenue a school district receives as a 
result of the homestead exemption. This will be coupled with the 0.068 cents of 
compression per $100 of value that the Senate has allocated in the budget. 
 
Homestead exemptions remove a portion of the taxable value on a property from 
property taxes. The current $100,000 homestead exemption is specifically applying 
to school district property taxes. Local entities are allowed to provide a separate 
homestead exemption of at least $5,000 and up to 20% of the total taxable value 
of a homestead.   

TFB supports SB 4 & SJR 2. 
TFB 2025 Policy: Property Taxes Section 145, Page 41, Line 21; Property Taxes 
Section 145, Page 43, Lines 111-119. 
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